
Art on the 
Meadow

2015



SELECT FRIDAYS: June 19, July 3, July 31,  

August 14, & August 21

7:30–10 PM

Join us on select Fridays when students,  
Fellowship recipients, and Artists in Residence 
from the preceding week mount an exhibit of their 
work. The work on display comes from a variety  
of media including painting, drawing, ceramics,  
metals, papermaking, printmaking, and glass.  
Ox-Bow’s Friday Night Open Studios also feature 
an artistic demonstration. Past demos have  
included papermaking in the lagoon, glassblowing 
and casting, and collaborative demonstrations 
between studios like Glass and Metals.

Bringing a variety of studio 
experiences to the local 
community & those visiting 
the area, Art on the Meadow  
offers short-term workshops  
as an introduction to making  
art on Ox-Bow’s campus. 

Friday Night Open Studios

Highlighting Western Michigan’s  
rich history in art-making, these 
classes are taught by some of the  
area’s most inspiring artists. Most 
adult classes are timed perfectly  
so students can stay for lunch  
on campus for a small additional 
charge. With classes in everything 
from plein-air painting to  
portraiture, this summer’s Art 
on the Meadow program offers 
a wide range of experiences for 
everyone. If you can’t join us for a 
class, we hope you can make it to 
one of our Open Studios.

Attendees are also encouraged to visit the  
Ox-Bow Gallery (located in the Inn) to view the 
current show by the Ox-Bow staff and fellowship 
recipients. Additionally, guests are treated to  
a live auction of student, staff, and faculty work.  
This is a great opportunity to support Ox-Bow 
while building your collection!

In an effort to preserve Ox-Bow’s delicate natural 
landscape, we are pleased to offer a free shuttle  
to and from St. Peter’s Church in Douglas to the 
Ox-Bow Campus during each Open Studio event. 

For more information, call 269-857-5811.

Art

on

the

Meadow

In celebration of summer & in the  
spirit of creativity, Ox-Bow is pleased to 
 announce the 2015 Art on the Meadow  

program for children, teens, & adults. 



Courses
for Teens 
& Adults

with Jessica Bohus 

June 8–11  

2 sessions offered: 10 AM–12:30 PM and 5–7:30 PM

$190, beadmaking materials provided

Writing with Jack Ridl 

Friday, June 26, 10 AM–5 PM 

$100, lunch included 

with Andrea Peterson 

July 6–9, 10 AM–12:30 PM  

$170, bookbinding materials provided

with Andrea Peterson 

July 6–9, 2–4:30 PM* 

$190, all materials provided

with David Baker 

June 29–July 2, 10 AM–12:30 PM  

$150
Using a Hot Head torch, learn the basics of making, 
shaping, and decorating unique flame-worked 
glass beads. Explore techniques in depth through 
demonstration, hands-on classroom time, and 
personalized instruction. Beginning students will 
learn how to make many shapes of beads, as well 
as pulling stringers and decorative cane. Advanced 
students can focus on decorative surface techniques, 
sculptural beads or individual projects. Take this 
class in the morning, evening, or both!

At Ox-Bow so much is happening all at once:  
over there someone is painting along the lagoon; 
over there a sculptor is creating an assemblage; 
over there John is repairing a screen door; over 
there the turtles are surfacing... You get the idea. 
Ox-Bow is an ideal place to just be and just “see 
what happens” when you do. We will wander 
around and write, write any way you want: prose, 
poetry, fragments, sketch and write, journal, 
whateverrrrrrr. Every hour or so, we will “see what 
happened.” If anyone wants, I’ll offer prompts, 
individual conversation, and offer my responses 
to whatever you want to ask or talk about. We 
will also have a good time “seeing what happens” 
when I offer some techniques that you can apply 
to what you’ve written, not to critique but to  
stimulate possibilities that you can work with— 
or not. The workshop welcomes everyone from 
those who want to begin to those who have been 
writing for years. There is no pressure to achieve, 
to complete, to write “well.” All we’re gonna  
do is “see what happens.”

Using nature as our muse we will create artists’ 
books, a different and unusual binding each day 
such as a faux book box or a translucent double 
pocket page book. This class will introduce the  
basics of binding and tools involved as well as  
using handmade, decorative and unusual papers. 
This class spends time learning binding techniques 
and using the unique settings of Ox-Bow as  
inspirational material. Finding a place at Ox-Bow 
that will inspire is not difficult: the meadow, the 
Tallmadge woods, the waterfront. We will be on 
site in these different locations to make the work 
that will become part of the final piece. These will 
become “one of a kind” books holding images of 
experience portraying this enchanting place.

*Free lunch plan if students take both Unusual 
Artists’ Books and Unveiling the Surface!

A paper surface when designed and patterned can 
speak of love, tragedy, drama, peace, and calm. It 
is the selection of process and application of the 
materials by the artist that evoke an experience 
or feeling to the onlooker. In this workshop we will 
explore a variety of paper surfaces by working  
with several different processes: Suminagashi, an 
eastern marbling process that was used in tandem 
with Haiku; Shibori, a technique in which one  
relies on folding the paper and the bleeding of  
multicolored dye baths to achieve a sheet of  
mysterious beauty; and Paste Paper, a process  
of subtraction to create geometric patterning.  
We will also use Ox-Bow’s natural elements as a  
playground of possible mark-making tools. Small 
delicate patterning as well as bold gestural 
elements can be created with Western marbling 
effects to create almost painterly images in  
this comprehensive paper surface class.

*Special afternoon time. Lunch is not offered  
for this class unless it is taken in tandem with 
Unusual Artists’ Books, in which case lunch is free!

This unique place has been the inspiration for  
artists for more than a century. It offers the painter 
a perfect mingling of primordial elements: Dune 
and Tree with Water and Sky. From Ox-Bow’s many 
vistas we will select and compose our subject 
matter. We will then employ a systematic plan to 
record and interpret what we see. Experience the 
special joys of plein-air painting with watercolor.

Glass Beadmaking

Let’s See What Happens Unusual Artists’ Books

Unveiling the Surface

Watercolor Walk-About

with Meridith Ridl 

June 22–25, 10 AM–12:30 PM  

$150

Time to simplify, slow down, pare down, and edit 
excess. Come spend time exploring the Ox-Bow 
grounds to suggest the complexities of the  
landscape with a minimalist eye for line, shape, 
form, and color. Using watercolor, acrylic, ink,  
and collage, artists will be invited to look closely 
and translate the gestures, feel, shape, and tone  
of the spaces observed in order to create a series 
of edited compositions that focus on distilling 
detail and capturing the perceived character or 
essence of the ever engaging spaces around us. 

The Landscape Distilled

The multi-level classroom is an important part of education at  
Ox-Bow. We believe the process of art-making can be enriched 
by working alongside students outside of traditional peer groups.  
All of our adult classes are offered to students ages 13 and up. 



with David Baker 

August 3–6, 8–10:30 PM* 

$150

As the light fades at day’s end, a whole range  
of human emotions intensify. From the quiet  
melancholy of twilight to the magic of darkest 
night, we’ll experience and capture different 
moods in this night painting class. Each evening 
we will create an oil painting from direct  
observation using the subtle value shifts of  
tonalism for dusk and moonlit skies to the  
starkness of chiaroscuro for a brightly shining 
building through the darkness. Our points of  
inspiration will be some of the masters of this 
genre: the atmospheric nocturne paintings of 
Whistler, Hopper’s nighttime voyeurism  
through illuminated windows, and, of course,  
van Gogh’s starry swirls and night-lit cafés. 

*Special nighttime class, no lunch plan is  
 offered for this class.

Ox-Bow After Dark

with Jill Lareaux

August 10–13, 10 AM–12:30 PM

$150

With the goal of expressing the essence of the 
human face, we will experiment with creative 
brush techniques, laying and overlapping beautiful 
washes, and use of non-traditional surfaces.  
Beginners and experienced painters alike are  
welcome to learn this open-minded approach  
to portrait painting.

Finding the Soul in Watercolor:  
The Watercolor Portrait 

with Michael Pfleghaar 

July 20–23, 10 AM–12:30 PM 

$150

This workshop is an introduction to acrylic painting 
and open to all levels of artists. A dynamic water- 
based fast-drying paint, acrylic can be quickly 
mastered. Mixing colors, composition, layering 
and gel mediums will be demonstrated through 
related daily projects. A suggested supply list will 
be sent to students prior to the workshop. This 
class will be held in our historic Clute studio!

*Free lunch plan if students take both Fantastic 
Plastic and Colorific Landscape!

Fantastic Plastic: Acrylic Painting

with Michael Pfleghaar 

July 20–23, 2–4:30 PM*

$150

This workshop is an introduction to drawing  
with oil pastel, a versatile medium and perfect  
for drawing the Ox-Bow landscape. Open to  
all levels of artists, oil pastel can be easily  
mastered. This oily crayon-like material lends  
itself to layering and blending bright or subtle  
colors on paper. Daily projects will demonstrate 
the exciting properties of drawing with this  
medium. A suggested supply list will be sent  
to students prior to the workshop.

*Special afternoon time. Lunch is not offered 
 for this class unless it is taken in tandem with 
Fantastic Plastic, in which case lunch is free!

Colorific Landscape:  
Oil Pastel Drawing

with Dawn Stafford 

July 27–30, 10 AM–12:30 PM 

$180, all paints included 

While walking through the porch at Ox-Bow last 
summer I was brought to my knees by salt and 
pepper shakers set aside on a table for cleaning. 
What is the visual-emotional response? Why do 
some objects seem to hold a certain magic and 
some not? How do I make love stay? How do I 
get from here to there? In this workshop we will 
herald everyday tools and utensils borrowed from 
Ox-Bow’s renowned kitchen using various drawing 
and oil paint techniques. They will be thoughtfully 
arranged to inspire our muse in the natural light  
of the Clute Studio. I plan to share the results of 
my affair with the salt and pepper shakers  
alongside examples from the understated  
complexity of Giorgio Morandi to the emotive 
energy of Jim Dine. A pre-selected palette of 
pure-pigment oil paints is included in the price  
of the class. All skill levels welcome. 

Still-Life from the Kitchen

with James Brandess 

Four consecutive Saturdays: July 25, August 1, 8, & 15  

10 AM–1 PM 

$225 for all four workshops, or $60 per workshop

In the grand tradition of Ox-Bow and of Frederick 
F. Furman, aspiring artists will gather on Saturday 
mornings for the purpose of painting in the historic 
Ox-Bow landscape.

Instruction will focus on direct observation and 
will offer individual and group critique. These 
workshops are geared for the novice painter as 
well as for the advanced. Introductory exercises will 
emphasize elements of composition, observation 
of color, and creation of form. Participants are 
encouraged to bring their drawings and painting 
sketches from outside of class for the purpose  
of broadening insight. This is a multi-level  
landscape painting class. Participants may  
sign up for one or all four of these three-hour  
landscape painting workshops. 

Landscape Painting



Courses
for Children

& Teens

with Ellen Sprouls 

June 22–25, 10 AM–12:30 PM

Ages 6–10

$135

with Kimberly Meyers Baas 

July 6–9, 10 AM–12:30 PM

Ages 10–14

$135

You can hear the excited voices rising above  
the trees as kids exploring the land uncover its 
secrets: salamanders and toads hiding under  
cover, the hidden surprise inside oak galls, and  
the mysteries inside fallen trees.

The landscapes and environs of Ox-Bow are as 
varied as the art forms that interpret them. There 
are the woodlands, the dunes, the lagoon, and 
the meadow. Each is teeming with flora and fauna 
waiting to be explored. With imaginations,  
sketchbooks, and various art materials in hand  
we will explore one square foot of a different  
environment each day and interpret it using a  
different art form. We will draw, paint, sculpt, print 
and dance our way through the lands of Ox-Bow. 

Color is an element of art that is derived from 
reflected light. In visual experiences, harmony is 
something that is pleasing to the eye. It engages 
the viewer and it creates an inner sense of order,  
a balance in the visual experience. Over four  
mornings at Ox-Bow, young artists will utilize  
color theory as an essential tool to create fun and  
engaging artworks that communicate a mood,  
a feeling, an idea, or a concept. We will work  
in various media ranging from pencils, pastels, 
markers, ink, watercolors, and acrylics.

One Square Foot, Four Forms of Art Color Harmony at Ox-Bow

with Marcia Perry 

August 3–6, 10 AM–12:30 PM

Ages 7–10

$135

Yes, YOU can carve in stone! This course will  
experiment with three-dimensional form and  
surface textures using reductive, abrasive carving 
techniques on non-toxic sandstone. Participants 
will create individually and then collaboratively, 
exploring the potentials and limitations of shaping 
a solid object. The class will combine an awareness 
of our sandy dunes environment with ways  
to express human experience and culminate in  
a site-specific group sculpture.

Sandstone Sculpting

with Jon Hook (scout) and Lu Hook  (wild boy) 

July 27–30, 10 AM–12:30 PM

Ages 9–13

$135

Spend four mornings in the woods learning how to 
set up a “wild thing” camp using survival skills such 
as shelter building, campfire making, knot tying, 
first aid, and cooking. Jon and Lu will be instructing 
on how to use common sense and ingenuity for 
basic survival skills in the woods. Hiking, plant and 
animal identification, and exploring the lagoon’s 
edge will all be part of this wild woods adventure.

Wild Thing Camp (for girls & boys)

Enjoy the beauty of the Ox-Bow dunes and  
landscape and learn how to translate your unique 
vision into nature prints. During daily hikes,  
students will keep a sketchbook and draw on  
location as well as gather objects from nature  
for source material during these walks. Then learn 
monotype—a printing process—and see how 
to translate your drawings into finished prints. 
Non-toxic water-based inks will be used.

Nature Printing

with Diana Eicher 

July 20–23, 10 AM–12:30 PM

Ages 8–12

$135
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earned his BS from Western Michigan University 
and an MFA from Indiana State University.  
Much of his current work is plein-air painting in  
oil and watercolor.

David is Painting Professor Emeritus at  
Southwestern Michigan College. Additionally,  
he designs art workshops for a variety of media. 
He has mounted solo exhibitions at Fernwood 
Botanical Gardens, Niles, MI; Colfax Cultural  
Center, South Bend, IN; Krasl Art Center,  
St. Joseph, MI; Carnegie Center for the Arts, 
Three Rivers, MI; Goshen College, Goshen, IN;  
and Vesuvius Gallery, Glenn, MI, among others.

is a wood-fired ceramic artist living on 11 acres 
of land. As an Eagle and Life Scout, Jon teaches 
his two boys, Lu and Ry, how to live with land and 
animals in harmony, respect, and gratitude.

16, is a budding botanist and a lover of plants. 
The woods and meadows have become a place 
of focused attention. He bakes, plays the guitar, 
adventures, crochets and is practicing the art of 
healing with medicinal plants.

has broad experience with the figure as a painter, 
printmaker, and sculptor. Her emphasis is on the 
succinct but expressive quality of the medium 
with the figure as the vehicle for her message.

holds a BA in Fine Arts from Loyola University 
Chicago and a teaching certificate and MA in art 
education from The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. Kim is an arts educator who has worked 
in public and private settings in Chicago, Michigan 
and on the Mexican/Texas border cultivating 
youth, community workers and young artists since 
1992. Currently, she teaches art & design at East 
Kentwood High School in Michigan.

has her BFA from the School of the Art Institute  
of Chicago and has taught at Fiasco Glass,  
Saugatuck Center for the Arts, Ox-Bow, and  
Water Street Glassworks. She has exhibited at 
The Indianapolis Art Center, IN; Beacon Street 
Gallery, Chicago, IL; Vesuvius Gallery, MI; Torpedo 
Factory, MD; Kalamazoo Institute of Art, MI; 
Lighthouse Glass, LA; Mindscape, IL; and Good 
Goods, MI. You can learn more about Jessica  
at blueroanstudio.com.

is both a figurative and a landscape painter. He 
is a graduate of the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. He maintains his studio in Saugatuck, 
MI, where he also conducts painting workshops.

received her MFA in printmaking from the  
University of Hawaii, and her BA in painting from 
the University of California, Santa Cruz. She spent 
a year studying in Venice, Italy, at the Accademia 
delle Belle Arti, and has also studied lithography 
at Tamarind Institute, Albuquerque, NM. She 
coordinates the Printmaking and Paper Studios 
at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design. 
She has taught at the University of Hawaii, the 
Honolulu Printmaking Workshop, the Minneapolis 
College of Art and Design, Minnesota Center for 
Book Arts, The Textile Center of Minnesota, and 
Honolulu Academy of Arts. Diana has made West 
Michigan her summer home ever since she was 
born when her family rented, then shortly after 
purchased a cottage on Lake Michigan.

David Baker Jon Hook

Lu Hook

Jill Lareaux

Kim Meyers Baas

Jessica Bohus

James Brandess

Diana Eicher
is an environmental tree sculptor dedicated  
to expressing and promoting the virtues of  
cooperating with nature. She enjoys sharing  
the wonders of the creative process with artists  
of all ages. Her Saugatuck studio (Marcia Perry  
Sculpture Studio) is open to the public and  
showcases her artistic processes and the work  
of like-minded creators.

Marcia Perry



has her BFA from the Art Institute of Chicago and 
MFA from University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 
She co-operates Hook Pottery Paper: a paper, 
print, and pottery studio and gallery in northwest 
Indiana, with her husband Jon Hook. She teaches 
nationally and does instructional residencies  
and workshops from her studio. Andrea lectures 
and exhibits internationally.

received his MFA in visual arts from The College 
of Art and Design Lesley University in 2011. 
Modernist design objects and architecture inspire 
Pfleghaar’s colorful abstract paintings and  
constructions. Pfleghaar was awarded the 2013 
Joan Mitchell Foundation Ox-Bow School of  
Art Fall Residency in Saugatuck, MI and in  
2012 was included in the exhibition ReMix:  
Revisiting Appropriation, curated by Jonathan 
Katz, San Francisco, CA. Additionally his  
artwork has been featured in Studio Visit and  
American Craft magazines.

His latest book, Practicing to Walk Like a Heron, 
was named one of the two best collections of 
2014 by Foreword Reviews/The American Library 
Association. Jack’s previous two collections also 
received national awards. He was recently named 
the second Honorary Chancellor of the Poetry 
Society of Michigan. The Literacy Society of West 
Michigan honored him for his lifetime of work. 
The Carnegie Foundation named him Michigan 
Professor of the Year. More than 85 of his former 
students are now published authors.

Andrea Peterson

Michael Pfleghaar

Jack Ridl

is an artist and an art teacher with a BA from the 
College of Wooster and MFA from the University 
of Michigan. She is represented by Lafontsee  
Galleries and has exhibited her work at the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum, the University of Toledo, the 
Butler Museum of American Art, and the Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Queretaro, Mexico. 

Meridith Ridl

is an independent arts and science educator. 
Previously, Ellen was the Executive Director at the 
Delmarva Discovery and the Curator of Education 
in Galleries and Collections at Grand Valley State 
University. She has exhibited work at the  
International Center at the Smithsonian Institution, 
the Kresge Museum of Art at Michigan State 
University, and the Michigan Women’s History 
Museum. She has enjoyed exploring art with  
children for many years at the National Air and 
Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Impression 
5 Science Center, the Muskegon Museum of Art, 
and the Saugatuck Center for the Arts.

is a full time artist who lives and paints in West 
Michigan. In 2005 she opened the Peachbelt 
Studio and Gallery (www.peachbeltstudio.com), 
located in an iconic little red schoolhouse, built 
cerca 1867, in Fennville, MI. It is her private painting 
studio and seasonal gallery. Dawn’s compositions 
are an extension of her connection with rural 
environments and her personal family history. 
Originally from New York, she received her BFA 
from Swain School of Design in Massachusetts 
before moving to Michigan in 1992.

Ellen Sprouls

Dawn Stafford

Registration Form

Questions? Please 
call 269-857-5811

Student Information

Emergency Contact

Course Registration

Mail-in Registration begins May 4th.

Important
Registration
Information 

Please read the age  
requirements for each course 
carefully. Registration for the  
Summer Art on the Meadow 
program begins May 4th.  
Registration must be  
completed at least 2 days 
prior to the class start date 
and must be accompanied 
by payment in full. Classes 
may be cancelled due to low 
enrollment. If your class is 
cancelled, you will be  
notified by telephone and 
you will receive a full refund. 
Students will be sent a short 
supply list upon registration. 
If you would like to purchase 
a meal plan for $30, please 
indicate your interest on the 
registration form and include 
payment with registration. 
Meal plans are available for 
adult classes only.

REGISTRATION BY MAIL:
Begins May 4th.  
Complete the enclosed form 
and return it with payment 
in full to: 
Ox-Bow, PO Box 216
Saugatuck, MI 49453

REGISTRATION BY FAX:
Begins May 11th.  
Complete the enclosed form 
and return it with payment 
information to  
269-857-5636.

REGISTRATION BY PHONE:
Begins May 11th. Please call  
269-857-5811.

ONLINE REGISTRATION: 
Begins May 11th. Please visit  
www.ox-bow.org

Ox-Bow accepts Visa, 
MasterCard, and American 
Express, as well as personal 
checks or money orders, 
made payable to Ox-Bow.

Refunds 

Students must cancel their 
registration at least 10 days 
prior to the class start date in 
order to receive a refund.

First Name

Name

Course Title

Lunch Meal Plan x $30 Total

Total Amount Due*

#

(Additional Fees)

PLEASE COMPLETE PAYMENT INFORMATION ON BACK. YOUR REGISTRATION WILL 

NOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT PAYMENT INFORMATION.

*FULL PAYMENT IS DUE AT TIME OF REGISTRATION

Dates Tuition

Middle

Birthdate

Relationship

State ZIP

Last Name

Contact Phone Number

Email Address

Street Address

Address Line 2

City

Gender

Home Number Alternate



Ox-Bow is proudly affiliated with: 

Cover Artist: David Baker
I have enjoyed a long association with this wonder-filled place. As  
a teacher and student and guest I have experienced the transformative  
effects of her magical powers. Defining Ox-Bow can be so elusive.  
Her quiet isolation. Her inviting landscape. The passion and talent of  
the artists. Her rich history. The friendships made. This palpable energy.  
She is more than the sum of these parts. One simply savors the experience.  
I was a talented painter before coming here. I am a changed painter since. 

”Wet Weather” | watercolor | 2010 

In 2010 I created a plein-air painting each week to celebrate  
Ox-Bow’s 100th anniversary year. www.dbakerart.com

Ox-Bow is supported in part by an award from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. Art Works.

Payment Method 

Registration received without payment, course information, or which cannot  
otherwise be processed will be returned.

Please mail this form to:
Ox-Bow  
PO Box 216
Saugatuck, MI  
49453  

Or fax it (after May 11) to:
269-857-5636

Online registration is also 
available (after May 11): 
www.ox-bow.org

Questions? 
Email ox-bow@saic.edu 

Phone 1-800-318-3019

I give Ox-Bow the permission to provide medical care, hospital or clinic treatment or  

to administer minor medicine provided through Ox-Bow to myself/my minor or ward.  

I hereby waive liability against Ox-Bow for such care provided or transportation to  

such location as deemed necessary by Ox-Bow. 

I give Ox-Bow permission to photograph and publish photographs of myself/my child 

participating in instructional and/or social activities at Ox-Bow, which permission shall 

remain in effect until revoked, in writing, by myself to the Ox-Bow staff. Revocation of 

permission must be submitted in writing to the Ox-Bow office at 36 S Wabash, 12th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60603.

Signature

Check or Money Order Enclosed

Check or Money Order #

Credit Card | Card #

Visa Mastercard American Express

Date
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